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American culture can be described or shown in several ways.  It can be captured by the movies that we create, watch, and enjoy.  Movies are able to draw us into the world of those we are watching, and many films do a great job describing what it is like to be part of the American culture.  Film portrays tradition, lifestyle, the way we communicate with each other, or the lack thereof.  Over the past week and a half I have had a lot of time to reflect on the movies that I have seen or experienced in my life that I think would, for the most part, portray the American culture to someone foreign who watches them.  I had a long list, but narrowed it down to five films.  They are: Forest Gump, Glory, Field of Dreams, State Fair, and Christmas With the Kranks.   I intend to describe why I chose these five films over the rest I had on my list.


Forest Gump (1994) is a movie about a man, Forest (Tom Hanks) who reflects on his life while sitting on a park bench.  He is dressed extremely neat in a white suit with modest hair.  He talks to those who are waiting on the bench with him.  Some of the stories he mentions about his life are from his earliest memories to the present.  It goes through some of his hardships as a child, to challenges that he had to face as an adult.  From having nothing at all, to riches beyond what he could imagine.  It covers several life experiences that Americans have, and probably more for one person than any could comprehend.  This film shows the hardships that Americans face, the triumph, the love, the friendships, discrimination, and the ability to achieve what we set our minds to.

Glory (1989) is set in the time of the American Civil War.  The movie follows the first all black volunteer company, and the hardships that they face while doing what they can to serve our country.  It puts into perspective just how prejudice people were, even when these black Americans were willing and ready to put their live in jeopardy for America and its fight for freedoms.  Matthew Broderick plays the role of the general who has command of the black company.  It is a very well done film that gave me a greater appreciation for any of those, black or white, who fought in the Civil War.  It portrays brotherhood that can be created in the direst circumstances.
Field of Dreams (1989) starred Kevin Costner.  As far as I can remember, this film is about a farmer who is going through some hard financial times, and relies on his crops for his income.  He keeps hearing a voice telling him to build something.  He tries to ignore it, but the voice gradually gets louder.  He ends up using a lot of his land to build a baseball diamond where the ghosts of the Chicago Black Sox come to play baseball.  This movie stood out to me because I believe it shows our desire to do something great.  As American’s, we believe that we live in the land of possibilities, and that dreams can come true.  There is always that little voice inside of us driving us to do more, to do greater, and to become something better.  I think this movie also shows the great love that Americans have for the great game of baseball.

State Fair (1945) is a film I have loved since I was just little.  This movie is about a family and their preparations for the annual Iowa State Fair.  It focuses a lot on the father and his pig, Blue Boy, who competes in the swine competition at the fair.  It is a love story, and shows the way that dating was back in that time period.  It is part of tradition to attend these annual state fairs that are throughout the country.  They are a big part of who we are.  This film shows things that are involved in homemaking, and taking care of livestock.  There is a competitive side to all of us, and the Fairs and other events that we participate in our ways for us to show achievements and who we are.

The last movie that I chose is Christmas with the Kranks (2004).  This movie is a great one because it shows all that we do for some of the crazy traditions that we have here in America.  Jamie Lee Curtis and Tim Allen play the role of parents who have just sent their only daughter off to serve in the Peace Corps.  Since their daughter is gone, they try to skip Christmas all together.  There are several holidays that Americans have traditions for, but Christmas is one of those that can be the best or make people feel crazy.  This movie would describe America because sometimes no matter how hard we try to escape or change certain traditions that we have, they seem to follow us and nag us until we finally return to them.  Holidays are crazy, and traditions that go along with holidays can sometimes be the same, but we still love them and hold onto them.  It is heartwarming and shows how communities and friends support one another.

As I said in the beginning, there are so many more films that could be picked to describe American culture.  A complete description of American Culture would take quite a while to get through.  Movies are able to take long and extended descriptions and sum them up in two hours or so, but the list of movies to watch to try to grasp the full American experience is extensive.  To sum it up from the five films I chose it would be hardship, triumph, love, loyalty, tradition, competition, and fun.
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